The ASEAN-Australia Centre 2026-27 Grants Program

Introduction

Thank you for your interest in the ASEAN-Australia Centre's (‘the Centre’) 2026-27 Grants
Program. This grant opportunity contributes to DFAT Portfolio Budget Statement Outcome 1
Portfolio Budget Statements.

The Centre administers the Grants Program according to the Commonwealth Grants Rules
and Principles 2024 - Federal Register of Legislation (CGRPs).

Established in 2024, the Centre is a national platform that supports initiatives aimed at
strengthening Southeast Asian literacy in Australia and business, education, cultural and
community connections between Australia and Southeast Asia.

The Centre, subject to ongoing budget, will provide grants each year. The objectives of the
program are to:

e To develop, promote and strengthen understanding and engagement between
Australia and Southeast Asia (encompassing ASEAN Member States) in support of
Australia’s national interests.

e To support implementation of the ASEAN-Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
aligned with ASEAN priorities.

e To build on the Australian Government’s ongoing commitment to deepen engagement
with Southeast Asia and supports implementation of recommendations from Invested:
Australia’s Southeast Asia Economic Strategy to 2040

To deliver on its objectives, the Centre focuses its work on four strategic pillars:

e Southeast Asia literacy
e Economic linkages

e Education

e Cultural connections.

Grant Streams

For the 2026-27 grant opportunity, the Centre welcomes applications in line with the
Centre’s mission and pillars in the following streams:

e Stream 1 - Economic engagement

e Initiatives to support networking and engagement, exchange of information and
opportunities, awareness-raising, business matching and Asia capability for Australian
business that:

e Focus on a priority sector identified in Invested: Australia’s Southeast Asia
Economic Strategy to 2040

e Demonstrate an inclusive approach - led by private sector but engaging state
and territory governments, peak bodies, chambers and councils and Southeast
Asia diplomatic representatives.

OR
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e Initiatives that support Australian First Nations businesses to build economic
engagement with Southeast Asia, in line with Invested: Australia’s Southeast Asia

Economic Strategy to 2040.

Stream 2 - Creative industry and cultural connections

e Creative industry exchanges, residencies and capacity-building
e Professional development, skills sharing and creative collaboration

e Initiatives that support export pathways and market development for arts workers,
businesses and organisations.

Stream 3 - Asia capability

e Proposals that draw from the skills and knowledge of students from Southeast Asia
studying in Australian higher education institutions to support Southeast Asia literacy in
the education and business sectors

OR

e Establish benchmarking and accreditation tools for Australian professionals in higher
education, research and business to demonstrate their Southeast Asia literacy, and
establish mechanisms to support Australians to maintain this important professional
capability.

OR

e Develop resources and initiatives aligned to the Australian Curriculum to support
teaching about Southeast Asia in primary and secondary schools in Australia, which may
include materials that support alignment of community-based language learning with
school-based language learning.

For all grant streams:

e Projects must involve multiple Southeast Asian countries (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor-Leste and Vietnam)

e Applications should clearly identify Southeast Asian partners involved in the project

e Applications are encouraged from Australians of Southeast Asian heritage that promote
engagement with, and increase awareness of Southeast Asian diaspora communities

e Applications from First Nations Australians and First Nations Australian-led
organisations are strongly encouraged

e« Women and women-led businesses and organisations are strongly encouraged to apply

e Applications from people with diverse abilities are welcomed.

Grants Available

The Australian Government has a total of $2.2 million over two years (2026-27 to 2027-28)
for this grant opportunity.

e The minimum grant amount per annum is $50,000
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e The maximum grant amount per annum is $200,000.

e Applicants may apply for a multi-year grant (up to two years) for an equivalent amount
(i.e. a grant for any amount between $100,000 and $400,000 over two years).

Grant Period

The maximum grant period is two years. If successful, you must start your grant activity
before the end of the 2026-27 financial year (i.e. before 30 June 2027).

Eligibility and Applicant Details
* indicates a required field

Applicants: please note

Before completing this application form, you should have read the ASEAN-Australia
Centre 2026-27 Grants Program Guidelines (Guidelines).

Incomplete applications and/or applications received after the closing date will not be
considered.

This section of the application form is designed to help you, and us, understand if you are
eligible for this grant.

Please complete these questions as a first step to determine if your application is targeted
to the appropriate grant.

If you have any questions regarding these eligibility criteria, please contact:
aseanaustraliacentre.grants@dfat.gov.au.

If you do contact us throughout the application process, please quote the application
number below.

Application Number

This field is read only.

Lead Applicant Name * O Individual O Organisation
Organisation Name
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First Name Last Name

Are you a permanent resident or citizen of Australia *

O Yes

Entity Type *

Entity Type *

O No

O A company O A publicly funded

incorporated in research organisation

Australia

O A company O An Australian local

incorporated by government body

guarantee

O An incorporated O An Australian state

trustee on behalf of a or territory government

trust body

O An incorporated O An Aboriginal and/

association or Torres Strait Islander
Corporation registered
under the Corporations
(Aboriginal and /or
Torres Strait Islander)
Act 2006

O A partnership O An unincorporated
entity

O A joint (consortia) (O Other:
application with a lead
organisation

O A registered charity

or not-for-profit

organisation. Please

refer to the Australian

Charities and Not-for-

profits Commission

(ACNC) registry

search to confirm if

your organisation

is registered. Link

provided below.
https://www.acnc.gov.au/charity/charities

O An Individual/Sole O Other:
Trader

In which Southeast Asian countries will your activity take place? Please check all
that apply. More than one Southeast Asian country must be selected. *

O Brunei

O Philippines O Timor-Leste
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0 Cambodia 0 Malaysia 0 Singapore O Vietnam

O Indonesia OO0 Myanmar O Thailand

At least 2 choices must be selected.

Please indicate all that apply. Activities must involve more than one Southeast Asian country.

Do you have any outstanding reports, O Yes O No
acquittals or breaches relating to any
Australian Government funding? *

Please provide details. *

Do you have a valid account with an O Yes O No
Australian financial institution? *

Do you have a current O Yes O No

ABN? *

Please provide your ABN The ABN provided will be used to look up the following
*

information. Click Lookup above to check that you have
entered the ABN correctly.

ABN

Entity Name

ABN Status

Entity Type

Goods & Services Tax (GST)
DGR Endorsed

ATO Charity Type

ACNC Registration

Tax Concessions

Main Business Location
Must be an ABN.

Do you have a letter of support or O Yes O No
reference that outlines your capability
and capacity to deliver your activity? *

Please upload your letter of support or reference that outlines your capability and
capacity to deliver your activity. *
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Attach a file:

A minimum of 1 file and a maximum of 5 files may be attached.

If you are applying as a consortium, do you have the required letters of support
from each of your partners? *
O Yes O No

Please upload your letters of support from your consortium partners *
Attach a file:

A minimum of 1 file and a maximum of 5 files may be attached.

Is your organisation or consortium O Yes O No

partner listed under the National https://www.nationalredress.gov.au/institutions-
Redress Scheme? This criterion only landing

applies to organisations that have been

requested to join. If your organisation

has not been requested to join, please

select no. *

Has your organisation registered with O Yes O No
the National Redress Scheme within 6
months of being asked to join? *

Does your organisation or consortium partner comply with the Modern Slavery
Act or have a statement on the Modern Slavery Statements Register? Please refer
to the below links for further information. *

O Yes O No O Not applicable
https://www.modernslavery.gov.au/australias-response/laws-and-policies/modern-slavery-act; https://
modernslaveryregister.gov.au/

Successful grantees will be asked to complete a Working with Vulnerable Persons Statement
of Compliance as part of the Standard Grant Agreement.

The Commonwealth considers a child to be a person under the age of 18 years.
Will your activity involve working O Yes O No

with children and/or other vulnerable
persons? *

Are you willing to complete a Working O Yes O No
with Vulnerable Persons Statement of
Compliance? *
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Are you willing to provide or develop O Yes O No
Child Protection Guidelines that meet https://www.dfat.gov.au/international-relations/

the Department of Foreign Affairs and themes/child-protection/child-protection
Trade’s Child Protection Policy for your

activity if it involves people under the

age of 18 years? *

Are you willing to acknowledge and O Yes O No
recognise the Centre's support in all

communications related to the program

(including but not limited to, applying

the Centre's logo on communications

materials and providing opportunities

for Centre participation at events)? *

What grant duration are you seeking? * O Up to 1 year O Up to 2 years
No more than 1 choice may be selected.

What funding amount are you seeking?
*

Must be a number and between 50000 and 200000.
This is the total funding amount you are seeking
from the ASEAN-Australia Centre under this grant
opportunity.

What funding amount are you seeking?
*

Must be a dollar amount and between 100000 and
400000.

This is the total funding amount you are seeking
from the ASEAN-Australia Centre under this grant
opportunity.

How much funding are you requesting for the 2026-27 financial year? *

How much funding are you requesting for the 2027-28 financial year? *

Funding does not need to be evenly distributed between financial years. The total of the amounts
entered below must equal the total funding amount requested above. The combined total will be
automatically calculated and validated when the application is saved.

Unfortunately, you do not appear to be eligible.

Based on your answers you do not appear to be eligible to apply for the ASEAN-Australia
Centre 2026-27 Grants Program. Please refer to the Grant Opportunity Guidelines for
further information regarding grant eligibility.
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The validation below cannot be changed and will prevent submission of this
application.

*

This number/amount is calculated.

Additional Applicant Details

* indicates a required field

Do any of the following categories O First Nations Australian and First Nations
apply to you or your organisation? * Australian-led organisation
O Women and Women-led business and/or
organisation
O Applicant with diverse abilities
0 Not applicable
O Other:

At least 1 choice must be selected.
Please indicate all that apply. If this is not applicable
to you, please select "Not applicable" only.

In which Australian State or Territory [ Australian [ Queensland O Victoria

are you located? * Capital
Territory
0 New South O South 0 Western
Wales Australia Australia
0 Northern 0 Tasmania
Territory

At least 1 choice must be selected.
Please indicate all that apply.

Contact Details - Lead Applicant

Lead Applicant Contact Title First Name Last Name
Name *

Lead Applicant or

Individual's Position * i o i
eg. Manager, Director, Fundraising coordinator.

Primary Address * Address
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Address Line 1, Suburb/Town, State/Province, Postcode, and
Country are required.

Postal Address Address

Primary Phone Number *

Must be a valid phone number.

Mobile Phone Number

Must be a valid phone number.

Primary Email Address *

Must be an email address.

Website
Must be a URL.
Social media accounts

relevant to Grant

Activity Websites, twitter handles, relevant hash tags etc

Contact Details - Administrative

Is your Administrative Contact different O Yes O No
from your Lead Applicant Contact

Details? *

Contact Name * Title First Name Last Name
Position *

Primary Address * Address

Postal Address Address
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Primary Phone Number *

Must be a valid phone number.

Mobile Phone Number

Must be a valid phone number.

Primary Email *

Must be an email address.

Activity Details

* indicates a required field

Activity title *

Word count:
Must be no more than 250 characters no more than 10 words.
Provide a name for your activity. Your title should be short but

descriptive.

Which stream does your Project fall
under? Only one grant stream may be
selected. *

[0 Stream 1 [0 Stream 2 [0 Stream 3
Refer to the Program Guidelines for Stream
definitions.If your activity could fit more than one
stream, select the stream that best reflects the
primary focus of your proposed activity.

Which ASEAN-Australia Centre strategic] Southeast Asia Literacy O Economic

pillar(s) does your activity support?
Please select all that apply.

Anticipated start date *

Must be a date and between 1/4/2027 and
30/6/2027.

Linkages O Education O Cultural
Connections

You may select more than one strategic pillar if your
activity supports multiple areas of the Centre's work.
Choose all pillars that are relevant to your proposed
activity.

Anticipated end date *

Must be a date and no later than 30/6/2029.

Please provide a short summary of your activity. *

Word count:
Must be no more than 100 words.
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Be descriptive, but succinct. Include a brief summary of who will benefit from the activity, what you
will do, and the outcomes you expect.

Which beneficiary groups are expected to benefit from this activity? *
Businesses, industry associations and peak bodies
0 Students

O Educators

OO0 Educational institutions

O Researchers

OO0 Artists and cultural practitioners

0 Southeast Asian diaspora communities

O

O

O

O

O

O

First Nations Australians and First Nations organisations
Community organisations
Government and policy stakeholders
General public
Other (please specify below)
Select all that apply.

If Other was selected please provide details.
Which beneficiary group is expected to benefit most directly from the activity? *

Which of the following mechanisms will your activity use to deliver outcomes?
O Conference, forum or summit

O Training or capability building

OO0 Exchange, mobility program or residency

O Research, policy or thought leadership activity

O Resource or curriculum development

O Business engagement, trade or market development
0 Cultural collaboration or creative exchange

O Network building or partnership development

O Public awareness or outreach activity

0 Other (please specify below)

Select all that apply.

If Other was selected please provide details.

Rationale: What is the need and how will you address it? *

Word count:

Must be no more than 100 words.

Tell us why your activity is needed, and why you believe the activities you propose will produce
the outcomes you seek. Provide statistics/evidence (where available) of both the need and the link
between the work you will do and the outcomes you seek. Go to the SmartyGrants Answers Bank if
you need some ideas about how to frame your response.

Key Partners (including partners in Southeast Asia)
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Please list one key partner per row. This should include organisations that will play a
substantive role in the proposed activity.

For each partner, describe:

e their role in the activity;
e whether they are based in Australia or Southeast Asia; and
e the specific responsibilities they will undertake.

You may add extra rows if required.

Key Partner's name and Organisation (if Key Partner's involvement with your acti
applicable) vity

Milestones
What are the major steps / stages (i.e. milestones) involved in delivering your activity?

Milestone Start Date End Date Notes

One per row. e.g.

Planning; recruitment;
evaluation. Add more
rows if you wish to list
additional milestones.

Please putin an
approximate date if
exact date is unknown.
If an approximate date,
please list this in the
notes section.

Must be a date.

Please putin an
approximate date if
exact date is unknown.
If an approximate date,
please list this in the
notes section.

Must be a date.

Add notes if you
need to provide more
context.

Community Support

Does this activity have community
support? In particular, do the
beneficiary and/or geographic
communities affected by this activity
support what you are proposing?

O Yes O No O Don't O Not
know Applicable
Evidence of community support is generally highly
regarded as activities with community buy-in tend to

be more successful.

What evidence do you have that this activity has community support?

Word count:

Must be no more than 100 words.

Go to the SmartyGrants Answers Bank if you need some ideas about how to frame your response.
Supporting documentation can be uploaded at the end of the application under the File upload section.

Activity Budget

* indicates a required field
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Important: Your budget must balance (total income must equal total expenditure) before
you will be able to submit your application. SmartyGrants will prevent submission of
applications with unbalanced budgets. Applicants should allow sufficient time to complete
the budget tables, as there is limited ability to copy and paste information and budget
details may need to be entered manually.

Expenditure funded by the ASEAN-Australia Centre must be entered in the ASEAN-
Australia Centre Funded column. Expenditure funded by other sources, including cash
and in-kind contributions, should be entered in the Other Source Funded column.

Grant funding requested. This will be Total Activity cost. This will be

calculated, no need to complete. calculated. No need to complete.
Total Amount Requested * Total Activity Cost *

$ $

This number/amount is calculated. This number/amount is calculated.

This is the total funding amount you are seeking  This is the total budgeted cost of your activity,
from the ASEAN-Australia Centre under this grant including funding requested from the ASEAN-
opportunity. It must be the same amount as listed Australia Centre and any funding from other
under the Activity Details section. sources.

Budgeted Income (GST exclusive)

Please outline your activity budget in the income and expenditure tables below, including
details of other funding that you have applied for and whether it has been confirmed. All
amounts should be GST exclusive.

Use the 'Comments' column for any additional information you think we should be aware of.

Please include the funding you are seeking from the ASEAN-Australia Centre
under this grant opportunity on the first line.

Your budget MUST balance (TOTAL INCOME AMOUNT = TOTAL EXPENDITURE AMOUNT).
Please note there is limited ability to copy and paste into the budget tables. Itis
important to allocate sufficient time to enter all income and expenditure items.

Income Type Income Descrip Confirmed Fund Income Amount Comments

tion ing?
$
e.g. Current or Must be a dollar Use the comments
existing funding, amount. column for
Company X any additional
sponsorship. information you
think we should be
aware of.

Budgeted Expenditure

Examples:
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¢ Wages and Fees - Artists, Consultant, Project manager
e Travel Costs - Air fares, Accommodation, Visas

e Event and Production Costs - Advertising; Promotion; Printed Material;
Photographs; Translation: Venue hire; Catering.

Please note: General salaries and management fees are not funded by DFAT Grants.

Expense Type Description

Centre Funded nded

ASEAN-AustraliaOther Source FuComments

If no funding is
being requested,
please enter $0.
Must be a dollar
amount.

If this is an in-
kind contribution,
please provide a
dollar estimate
and note "in-kind
contribution" in
the comments
section. If no
funding is being
provided, please
enter $0.

Must be a dollar
amount.

Use this column
for any additional
information you
think we should
be aware of.
Include "In-kind
contribution"

for all In-kind
contributions.

Budget Totals

Total Income Amount from all sources *

Total Expenditure ASEAN-Australia Centre

funding *
i $
This number/amount is . .
calculated. This number/amount is

calculated.

Budget Validations

AAC requested amount check

[Total Amount Requested] minus [Total Expenditure ASEAN -

Australia Centre Funding] *

This number/amount is calculated.
Must be equal to zero.

The Assessment Criteria

* indicates a required field

Balanced budget check

[Total Income] minus [Total Expenditure from all sources] *

Total Expenditure Other Source funding *

This number/amount is

calculated.

This number/amount is calculated.
Must be equal to zero.

You must address all of the following assessment criteria in the application. We will assess
your application based on the weighting given to each criterion. Separate applications must

be made for each grant stream.
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The amount of detail and supporting evidence you provide in your application should be
relative to the size, complexity and grant amount requested. The application form includes
further details on suggested text lengths.

As outlined in Section 2:

e Projects must involve multiple Southeast Asian countries (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor-Leste and Vietnam)
e Applications should clearly identify Southeast Asian partners involved in the project

e Applications are encouraged from Australians of Southeast Asian heritage that promote
engagement with, and increase awareness of Southeast Asian diaspora communities

e Applications from First Nations Australians and First Nations Australian-led
organisations are strongly encouraged

e« Women and women-led businesses and organisations are strongly encouraged to apply

e Applications from people with diverse abilities are welcomed.

Criterion 1 (20%): How will the grant contribute to the Centre’s
objectives and strategic pillars?

You should demonstrate this by identifying how your activity will develop, promote
and strengthen understanding and engagement between Australia and Southeast Asia
(encompassing ASEAN Member States) in support of Australia’s national interests in one or
more of the below:

e supporting economic linkages between Australia and ASEAN

e fostering engagement through education

e promoting cultural connections and showcase regional ties

e increasing Southeast Asia literacy

Word count:
200 words maximum.

Criterion 2 (20%): How well does the grant address the grant stream
and intended outcomes of this grant opportunity?

You should demonstrate this by identifying:

e which grant stream and intended outcome listed in Section 2 "About the Grant
Program" your grant activity will enhance
e areas in which your application provides an innovative solution to a pressing need

e how your grant will support the national interest in your chosen area.

Word count:
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200 words maximum.

Criterion 3 (20%): How effective and efficient will the applicant be in
delivering the grant?

You should demonstrate this through:

e previous track record of achievement and the diversity of skills, experience

and backgrounds your team brings to the activity, effective governance and risk
management frameworks

e capacity to demonstrate success through measurable qualitative and quantitative data

e proposed activity partners in Australia and/or ASEAN Member States.

Word count:
200 words maximum.

Criterion 4 (20%): How will the activity deliver enduring and
sustainable outcomes beyond the funding period?

You should demonstrate this through:

e scenario planning (“what if?”) beyond the life of the grant agreement

e ability to deliver enduring value beyond the grant cycle, such as ability to forge durable
institutional linkages, commercial outcomes or people-to-people links over an extended
period of time

Word count:
200 words maximum.

Criterion 5 (20%): How well you will maximise the reach and impact of
the funding?

You should demonstrate this through:

e partnerships and financial resilience, including in-kind support
e how well you will use branding opportunities and leverage partners to maximise impact

e how you will provide recognition of the Centre's support, for example through applying
Centre branding and/or providing opportunities for Centre participation, including
members of our Advisory Board, and

e communications, marketing and media planning and platform reach.
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Word count:
200 words maximum.

Certification and Feedback
* indicates a required field

Confirmation and Declaration

We pledge to respect and uphold your rights to privacy protection under the Australian
Privacy Principles (APPs) as established under the Privacy Act 1988 and amended by

the Privacy Amendment (Enhancing Privacy Protection) Act 2012. Privacy notice about

the collection, use and disclosure of personal informationThe personal information you
provide in this report is collected by the ASEAN-Australia Centre within the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) to financially acquit, evaluate and report on the outcomes
of your grant in accordance with Commonwealth Grants Rules and Principles 2024 - Federal
Register of Legislation (CGRPs). Without this information, we may be unable to finalise
your grant payment.We collect any photographs and audio/visual materials you provide

to promote and publicise the work of the Centre and DFAT. These materials may be made
public through national and local media, annual reports or via the Centre or DFAT websites
and other social media.Our privacy policy is available at www.dfat.gov.au/privacy.html

and contains information about access to, or correction of, your personal information, and
how you may complain about a breach of your privacy and how we deal with complaints.
Grantees/recipients should also note the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 1982
apply to documents in DFAT’s possession.l certify that: | have read and understand the
above Privacy notice.

Overseas disclosure:

e | understand that information provided in this report, including photographs and audio-
visual materials, may be used for publicity purposes.

e By providing information to DFAT, | consent to the publication of my personal
information to overseas entities or on the internet. | acknowledge that if other recipients
breach the Australian Privacy Principles, DFAT will not be accountable under the Privacy
Act and that | will not be able to seek redress under the Privacy Act.

Information about other people

e | have sought the consent of any individual whose personal information | have included
in the report (including collaborators and activity partners), to provide their personal
information to the Centre and DFAT to collect, use and disclose in accordance with this
Privacy notice.

e | have obtained written consent from each photographed person, where required.

Use and disclosure for secondary purposes

e | consent to information provided in this application being stored on a central database
to which other Commonwealth and State or Territory government agencies may have
access for assessment or similar purposes.

If you have a grant amount that needs to be repaid:
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¢ | understand that DFAT will send an invoice to the organisation funded to recover any
unspent funding.

e | confirm that original receipts and other documentation which account for the
expenditure will be retained for at least five years from the date of this form and will be
available upon request.

Declaration * O Yes, | have read and agree to the above conditions.

Date of Declaration *

Must be a date.

Name * Title First Name Last Name

Position and Title *

Statistical Information

This information is collected for reporting and program evaluation purposes only and will not
be considered during assessment of your application.

Where did you hear about the ASEAN-Australia Centre? *

O ASEAN-Australia 0 DFAT State or O Minister Media O Other:
Centre website Territory Offices Release
[0 Australian [0 GrantConnect [0 Social Media -
Embassy/Consulate LinkedIn, Instagram

etc.

Do you have any feedback on the application process that may help us improve
future grant rounds? (Feedback will be treated confidentially and will not affect
the assessment of your application.)

Did you use artificial intelligence (Al) tools, such as ChatGPT, Copilot, Gemini or
similar tools, to assist in preparing this application? *

O Yes

O No

The Centre recognises that applicants may use Al tools to assist with drafting, editing or refining
applications. Applicants remain responsible for ensuring all information provided is accurate and
complete.

Please briefly describe how Al was used. *

Word count:
Must be no more than 100 words.
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Have you, or your organisation, previously applied for funding from the ASEAN-
Australia Centre? *

O Yes

O No

Were you successful in obtaining funding? *
O Yes
O No

File upload

You may upload additional documents that support your application. Please only
upload documents that are directly relevant to the proposed activity or your
ability to deliver it.

Attach a file:

A maximum of 5 files may be attached.
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